
From the Principal’s Desk

Welcome to 2025! It has been a fantastic start to the school year! Students have
settled in well, and our families have been incredibly supportive in ensuring a smooth
beginning. The positive energy around the school has been wonderful to see, and we
are excited for all that 2025 will bring.

Introducing Our New-Look Newsletter

This year, we are trialling a new newsletter format to make it easier to read while also
providing a printable version for our local community. This format allows for more
contributions from classrooms, the Head of Curriculum (HoD-C), the Head of Special
Education Services (HoSES), myself as Principal, the Front Office, and the P&C. This
change was informed by feedback from the P&C in 2024, and we look forward to
reviewing the new look at the end of Term 1.

Our Focus for 2025: Achievement Our Goal – Quality Our Journey

At Woongoolba State School, we continue our commitment to high-quality education
and engagement through our two key pillars:

Pillar 1: High-Quality Teaching and Learning

Pillar 2: High-Quality Culture of Engagement

During our student-free days, staff participated in professional learning to strengthen
our Positive Culture for Learning to ensure High Quality Culture of Engagement, which
includes our school-wide behaviour and engagement strategies.

At the start of the year, our staff have a renewed focus on positive behaviour. Staff
have been trained in Essential Skills for Classroom Management (ESCMs) to enhance
positive interactions with students and create calm, focused classrooms.

Our Sugar Cane Champions program started on Day 1 and has become the corner
stone of our behaviour approach, with students receiving stickers as part of their
positive recognition system. More information about this will be shared with families
in the coming weeks.

Additionally, staff were trained in our PAUSE Program, which helps students develop
self-regulation skills and make thoughtful decisions in different situations. This will be
an exciting program for all students at Woongoolba State School as part of our Social
Emotional Learning Curriculum.

Celebrating Growth in English Achievement

At Woongoolba State School, our goal is for 80% of students to achieve an A–C in
English. Through the dedication of our teachers and our focus on High-Quality
Teaching and Learning, we are proud to share that we have exceeded this target!

• In Semester 1, 2024, our A–C English results were 73.8%!

• By Semester 2, 2024, this had grown to 80.1%!

This improvement is a testament to the hard work of our staff and students in striving
for excellence. We are incredibly proud of this achievement and will continue to build
on this success in 2025!

Attendance
Our target: 90%

Last week’s attendance: 
95.36% - Great work! 

Wednesday 5th February 2025
2025, Term 1, Week 2

Key Dates
3rd February – Monday 

- Life Education 

4th February – Tuesday 

- Life Education

- School Parade 2.30pm 

5th Feb – Wednesday 

- Life Education 

7th February – Friday 

- Student Leadership 
Speeches (11.45am –
12.30pm) 

11th February – Tuesday 

- Parade 

12th February – Wednesday 

- Meet the Teacher (3.15pm 
– 4.15pm)

17th February – Monday 

- Random Acts of Kindness 
Day 

20th February – Thursday 

- Fire and Evacuation Drill

- P&C AGM 3.30pm in Library

1219 Stapylton-Jacobs Well Road, 
Woongoolba QLD 4207
Phone (07) 5547 4333   
admin@woongoolbass.eq.edu.au
https://woongoolbass.eq.edu.au

Woongoolba State School 

Woongoolba State School acknowledges the 
Traditional Custodians of the land of the 
country on which the school is located and 
pays respect to their Elders past, present 

and emerging.

I wish you all the very best for the week ahead and we look
forward to seeing you around school.

Yours in Education

Michael Richards

Principal

Woongoolba State School

https://www.facebook.com/woongoolbass/
mailto:admin@woongoolbass.eq.edu.au
https://woongoolbass.eq.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/woongoolbass/
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Curriculum Update by HoDC – Mrs Tracey Pryce 

A very warm welcome to all of our families for 2025!  I am thrilled to be the Head of Department – Curriculum at 
Woongoolba SS in 2025 and looking forward to a wonderful year of learning with our incredible staff and students 
throughout the year. 

Exploring our Curriculum

At Woongoolba SS, we provide a comprehensive and engaging curriculum that aligns with the Australian Curriculum to 
ensure our students develop the essential knowledge and skills that they need for success.  Our teaching and learning 
programs cover a wide range of subjects, designed to foster creativity, critical thinking  and lifelong learning. 

This year, class teachers will be delivering English, Mathematics, Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS), and The Arts 
(Visual Arts and Dance). Students will also participate  in Physical Education lessons with Ms Amber Truss, and two 
STEM lessons, covering both Science and the Technologies (Digital and Design Technologies) with Mrs Tiffany Porter.  
Additionally, students in Years 4 – 6 will have a Languages (German) lesson with Frau Hay, with our younger students 
will in engage in Health lessons with Mrs Elizabeth Smith. The Health curriculum for our older students will be covered 
by their class teachers. 

Each subject is taught by making connections from their learning to the real world so that they can see the relevance 
of their learning beyond the classroom. Our teachers differentiate the learning to support all learners and encourage 
high achievement. 

Literacy Block

Every class also participates in a dedicated Literacy Block, designed to support all students and build strong 
foundational skills in English. A key component of our  Literacy Block is Systematic Synthetic Phonics approach, which 
provides explicit, structured and sequential instruction of phonics, phonemic awareness  and vocabulary. This targeted 
approach supports students at their individual learning needs, helping them develop essential reading and writing 
skills. 

I look forward to sharing more about our Literacy Block in the weeks to come. 

News from our School Psychologist, 

One of the best ways to ease this transition is by re-establishing positive routines at home. Consistent schedules around 
bedtime, meals, and activities help children feel secure and ready for the day ahead. Setting a consistent bedtime is 
particularly important to ensure they get the sleep they need to stay focused and energised for learning. Sleep is essential 
for your child's development, and it’s crucial to establish a calming bedtime routine that allows them to unwind and rest.

In addition to routines, separation anxiety is a common challenge during the back-to-school season. Here are some 
strategies to make those separations smoother for both you and your child:

• Keep Goodbyes Brief and Positive: Studies show that prolonged goodbyes can increase anxiety. Instead, try to keep the 
goodbye short, sweet, and reassuring. Let your child know that you'll be back soon and that they are going to have a fun 
day.

• Create a Consistent Ritual: Having a predictable parting routine, like a special handshake, a hug, or a favourite phrase, 
can help ease the transition. This ritual can provide comfort and predictability for your child.

• Be Calm and Confident: Children pick up on their parents’ emotions. If you stay calm and confident during the goodbye, 
your child is more likely to feel secure. Trust that they will adjust quickly once you leave and that they are in caring 
hands.

• Stay Positive About School: Talk with your child about the fun things they will do at school, like seeing friends or learning
new things. When children feel excited about what awaits them, they are more likely to look forward to the day.

• Reassure Them in a Concrete Way: Give your child something small that reminds them of home, like a special keychain or 
a picture of you. This can provide comfort throughout the day and help them feel connected to you.

We understand that starting the school year can bring its challenges, and our teachers and student support staff are here to 
work with you and your child. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher if you have any concerns.

Warm wishes - Miss Camille - School Psychologist

Welcome back to another school year! I hope you and your families had a restful and enjoyable break and 
are ready to resume the usual routine of school-life. As we kick off the school year, we know the first 
week can bring a mix of excitement and nervousness for both students and families. First-week jitters are 
completely normal, especially for our Preppies! It’s a time of transition, and it’s important for your child 
to feel supported as they settle into their new routine.



Inclusion ‘The Hub’

2025 is a very exciting year for Woongoolba State School.  We are pleased to announce the expansion of our Inclusion Team with 
the creation of a Head of Special Education Services (HOSES) role, two Inclusion teachers and supporting Teacher's Aide. I am
thrilled to step into the HOSES role as I am passionate about supporting students to achieve their very best. I have spent several 
years supporting students in the Inclusion space and love being involved in their everyday celebrations and activities. 

This year we also welcome back Mrs Garland, who previously stepped into the Inclusion role in 2024. Mrs Garland brings a wealth 
of knowledge on the NDIS system and strategies to support student engagement and wellbeing. In addition, Ms Philbrook who 
has previously taught 3/4 has joined our team. Ms Philbrook is passionate about supporting students to be the best versions of 
themselves and brings her expertise in the younger years. 

As we commence the year, our initial focus is on establishing connections with students and assisting with routines and transitions 
to ensure a smooth start. In the coming weeks, we will be reaching out to families/caregivers to discuss individual goals and
support plans for identified students. We appreciate your input as it is hugely beneficial and crucial to the work that we do. You 
are your child’s advocate and know them best which is why we value our open communication and collaboration. Should you have 
any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

We look forward to a positive and productive year ahead!

Kind regards, 

Jocelyn Jeffery 

Jxjef1@eq.edu.au 

Finance News

BPay is our preferred payment method. Please see 

information below on how to process your BPayment.

Should you need any help around the payment,

please drop into the office, we are only too happy to help 

out.

Absences

It's important to remember to advise the school of any 

absences your child may have; known or unexpected. 

If you child is not at school, please notify the school on 

the day that they are absent, via any of the following 

methods:

Email: absences@woongoolbass.eq.edu.au

SMS: 0426 305 682

Phone: 5547 4333

Please provide: Child’s name (please spell out clearly), 

class, reason for and expected duration of absence.
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What is Due Back When??

Below is what payments and forms are due back when?

Yr Excursion Cost
Money and 
Forms Due

ALL
Technology 

Levy
$60.00

Money Due: 
4/04/2025

Music 
Students

Instrumental 
Music 

Participation
$10 TBC

Music 
Students

Instrumental 
Music Hire

$50
TBC

Admin News - Office Access

• We understand as the office is upstairs there may be 

times that it could be difficult to access.

If there is any reason that you are not able to access 

the office (crutches, injuries, prams etc),

please give us a call and we are happy to come to you 

or make other appropriate arrangements.
Admin News – Update Contact Details

• Please ensure that your contact details are up-to-date 

with the school. Please contact 

via admin@woongoolbass.eq.edu to update your and 

emergency contact details.

mailto:absences@woongoolbass.eq.edu.au
mailto:admin@woongoolbass.eq.edu


Positive Culture for Learning

Students of This Week – Week 2 Students of Next Week – Week 3

Sugar Cane Champions Raffle Winners 

When a Sugar Cane Champion Card is completed, students 
receive an entry voucher into the ‘Sugar Cane Champion 
House Cup Raffle’. A name is drawn from each Block Box 
and the winner receives a Free Zooper-Dooper! This 
week’s winners are! 

Housten H

Jaxon M

Lexie A

Focus of the Fortnight (PCL / PAUSE)
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Class Student Award Type

Prep Braxton F Class Award - PCL

Prep N/A Class Award - Learning

Prep/ 1 Holly J Class Award - PCL

Prep/ 1 N/A Class Award - Learning

1/2A Lachlan B Class Award - PCL

1/2A Charlie C Class Award - Learning

1/2B Rhylee B Class Award - PCL

1/2B N/A Class Award - Learning

2/3 Nicolas F-P Class Award - PCL

2/3 N/A Class Award - Learning

3/4A Carlie K Class Award - PCL

3/4A N/A Class Award - Learning

3/4B Hannah O Class Award - PCL

3/4B Indigo M Class Award - Learning

4/5 Mayara T Class Award - PCL

4/5 N/A Class Award - Learning

5/6A Cameron K Class Award - PCL

5/6A N/A Class Award - Learning

5/6B Torah F Class Award - PCL

5/6B N/A Class Award - Learning

Class Student 1 Student 2

Prep Matilda K Lacey N

P/1 Hailey H Arjan S

1/2A Liam W Sofie F

1/2B Fynn R Rose C

2/3 Ella N Elyse R

3/4A Anhad S Alisha D

3/4B Matilda F Azrael D

4/5 Zara W Ella G

5/6A Logan B Zayden J

5/6B Mckenzee B Brodon M 



News
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P&C News

P&C AGM is on Thursday 20th February 2025 at
3.30pm in the Library. The P&C encourages families
and parents to join us on Wednesday to help elect
our 2025 Executive Committee and to hear about
the incredible work of the P&C in 2024.

The elected positions for the P&C Executive
include;

- President

- Vice President

- Treasurer

- Secretary

The elected positions for our subcommittees
include;

- Fundraising Coordinator

- Uniform Shop Convenor

- Tuckshop Convenor

Only families who have become members of the
Woongoolba P&C are able to vote and nominate for
positions. If you are interested in hearing more
about the specific roles, please contact a member
of the current P&C Executive through emails
available on the school website.

Tuckshop News

Insert text…

Next P&C 
Meeting:
Thursday 

20/02/2025
3.30pm
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https://woongoolbass.eq.edu.au/our-community/pandc


Community News
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